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in ‘the: Kanaas City, Missouri, lsing room of
Al ATk Carcs vituhl- marchanding St
Dareid Jimenez (opposte), & vintage Mot
softens the woosd ficor; the Tolding screen is
By AFCOriars, the suTani Thide pdlcws Ang
by Jayson Homie, and the latticraork chair is
194i0s Lorin Jackson design for Grosfeld
Hoisie. For detalls see Sources.

In a historic Kansas ity

= building, Hallmark Cards executive
Daviel Jimenez assembles a
asually chic apartment that's
brimming with lair

%
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PRHOTOGRAPHY OY JOESHLUA RECHLIGES
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ovy York has the Dakoea, London has

dlbany, and Los Angeles has the

El Royvale. In Kansas City, Missouri,

an exceptional example of elegant

apartment living from davs gone by is

the Sophian Plaea, 1923 Beaux Arts

landrmark ormamented svith neoclassieal urns and vigor-

s MUsSCE arian. For e, I::||||_:|:|'_ e | AFIES 171 |'_||_||_'.i

Lo AP the notice of David Jimeneez, 3 Wesn Coast

transplant and the vice president of visual merchandis-

ing amid store desigm a1t Hallmark Cards, which is based

in Kansas City, But when he began thinking about

merving out af anather neighborhond inche Midwestern

metrapolis, a friend suggested he venture over to

Wiarwick Boulevard foralook at the Saphian, “Ay heart

started Fac g wihen 1 rrulled up,” Jimene: recallz. *Then

1 walked in and saw the lobba's grand fireplace, marhle
Mo, and coflfersd ceiling—my knees went weak”

Mot that his residence at the time was lacking

in sophistication. After five vears of caring for a three-
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Clockwise from above: A doonway s Tramed
oy Restoration Hardware limen curtaings customized
with a barder From MEJ Trimmndg In the ibrary. &

WA - SR r Tl T T ROCR R Do RiaTirs]

arpas; tha pobshed-nickel oo lamp, at right, and
e brown wall paint are both by Restoration Hardwane
The chesterfield scda is by Ralph Lauren Home
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I was looking for evervthing | enjoved in that sprawl-
ing place but in a home that was more compact,” he
cxplains. Eventually a twoe-bedroom apartment in
the Sophian, replete with original applied moldings
thar were intended to mimic paneling, came on the
mrarket, and he ~|'|:l|l:.u.'-.| it up. In the seven-maenth
renovation that followed, the Baths were modern-
teed, and the matd's quarters became a peacock-blue
dressing room. The outmoded kitehen was rebarn

rs amd

as a sunmy chamber with thick marble cour
glass-frant cabinets. 1 wanted a kitehen 1l

happy and bright,” soys Jimenes, who i an coergetse

cook and ingeniows host, Parties are frequently on the
agpenda. so he smartly transbormaed the apartment’
TOFITET SCTS ic £ ENEFARNCE INCC [ second bar I|1.I| LEI RS B
anto the common hall he shares with s |'u.-i;.:i'|':'-.:r.-.
Thar way, Jimene: save, "maests can pick '.||'-.:.-.':x'l:|.|:|
WO eXATing the elevator

2 charming can-do attitude has been part of the
Brons-born-and-raised designer's persona since he
wak 3 teenager. Juse after graduating high school,
Jimeree decided oo Toak for some work: befone heading

ol o el e e walked 1o a Gap tore in Manhattan

and was hired for a sales pasition on the spot. “The

store was voung and fun” he savs, "and, honestly,

thie discount was appealing™ Within s3x vears Jimenez

went from Tolding T-shims oo being the chain's visyal-
merchandising manager, based in San Francicoo and
R pe Tl [ | thousaind seores. While he was liv ng in
California, he |||_-'||,u_-d decorare a friend’s house, which
caught the eve of an executive at Pomery Barn and led
o i peatien with that company, ollewed by another
at Restoration Hardware, 1in 2003 Jimene: was hired
by Hallmark, and despite his initial reservations abour
rixliog alirg 1o Kansdas I.le.:-'. e has come o admare ins
“strang arls community, weeific restaucanes, and grear

antigues dealers” These dovs, honse design is an extra-

curricular pursait, but it remains a passion. *1was o kid
wwhen liked rearramgging my parents’ |i'.'i'|;.: raam, which
had blue shag carpetingr=and what 1 did made thiem o
happe” Jimenez savs, e alwavs been sensitive tothe

impact of space and ermvirenment and miood,

That sensitivity is reflected in the designer's
apartment, where the living room does have o shag
carpet actually a sumptwons vintage flokati—the
wills are enriched swith newrral bog satarased colors,
and the lamps are equipped with low-watt bulbs that

oy ghow. {“Ar the age of six,”

ciasta gentle cockrail -pan
e savs, “I was already cringing at the brightness of
the overhead lights i my grandmother's house)
Walls painted charcoal, chocalate, and chinchilla-
gray provide soothing backdrops fer black-and-whine
photography and colerful vintage finds, such as an
emerald-green lamp and a brilliane agua folding
screen, both in the dining room. Some items in the

apartment have provenances that delight Jimenes—

the stately mangel in the living room was salv;

the storied C

ighton mansion in Ckmaha, Nebraska,

and a black-lacguer chest of draovers Eracing
ng reom was designed in the 19505 by the American

raror Darochy Liraper biug b savs his l,,:l|-.|_'|.'IiI!_._'

l.ll.'
1= ||_'.|:|1. ;|'| .l|'-c~|:| o |-|:|.,|i|I3._' '|'.II:'l\.l-\. I conmaect with

e .:.:l:-. for instance, he came across the antiques
shop of popular Kansas City dealer Christopher Filley
and picked up a seeiking chareoal drawing of a woman,
signed by a litle-known artist. Filley, spotting his
interest, casually said, “Oh, 1 have a few of those lving

hrouph six portfolios lewer, Jimenez

around.” A search

wid the proud eswmer af 15 pieces by the sanse lsand, maost
of which o hang salon-syle in the dining roem. Many
af Jimenex's belongings have similarly serendipivows
histories. It's decorating driven by the thrll of the

chase, "1 moy not know where something = going te

v, it just lands”

S hie snvs, "but when | bring




Clockwise from above: A Richard Ansdan iragn
arsd a ‘Willlams-Sonoma Homs SO0nss ang maun bod abowne

a "%0= chair in the master bedroom. Th master Bath con-
Lains shawer fittings and towels by Restoration e ung
A chandelier by Willams-Soroma Home overlcaks tha
munster bedrgom; the Tolding screen and sofa are vintage,
Lhe hermingbone wool blankcet is by Ralph Lawsen Homie
and the velvet curtains are by Restorateon Hardwarag,




