\ In the living room of David

cdimenez’s home, a vintage
flokati softens the wooden
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FEEL-GOOD FABRICS,
SOFT LIGHTING AND
S0O0THING COLOURS
ARE A RECIPE FOR AN
ULTRA-WELCOMIMNG
ANMD LAYERED HOME
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n exceptional example
of elegant apartment
]i'-'il!u_!:_ IfcHm ||:|_t'- fLELY
by, the Sophian Pliza
in Kansas City s
a 1923 Beaux-Arts
landmark ormameneed
with neoclassical wens  and  vigorous
rustserteon. For David _||n'||,'|=4,'."_ the wice

F!-rl."iu.‘ll:l'l[ al visaial :||:|-:'n'|:|.1ru||\|1|.!_l| :|||.d
store design at Hallmark Cards, it was love
at first sight. "My heart started racing the
first time 1 pulled up,' imenez recalls
“Then 1 walked in and saw the lohibys
grand fireplace, marble floor and coffered
ceiling — my knees went weak,”

Adter five years ol -:':|ri:||§1 tor a three
sory ‘ i;-nrgi.u'n Hevival howse in a historie
area, imenez was ready for a change.
‘1 was looking for everything 1 enjoved
in that sprawling place but in a home
that was more compact,’ he explains.
Eventually a two-bedroom apartment in
the Sophian Flaza, replete with onganal =
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CLOCKWISE FROM
LEET A sunburst mirror in
the dining reom offsets the
dark-painted wall; in the
library, tonas of toffes and
chocolate create warmth.

& daybed s the midpoink
between two seating areas
and the Chesterfield sofa
is by Ralph Lauren Home;
the Blue vintage screen
and wall of drawings

create an mtimate corner
by the table; homeswner
David Jimenez

apphied mouldings, came on the market,
and he snapped it up.

In the seven-month renovation thn
followed, the baths were modernised, the
maids quarters became a peacock-blue
dressing room and the outmoded kitchen
was reborn as 1 sunny chamber with thick
martle counters and .I.'._Iil'=!~-|ll.:ll'll cabiners.
‘I wanted a kitchen that was happy and
bright,’ savs limenez, who is an energetic
cook and ingenious host, Parties are
frequently on the agenda, so he smartly
transformed  the apartments  former

service entrance into a second bar that

GPENS OaE the common hall he shares
with his neighbours, That way, Jimenez
says, ‘guests can pick up a cockeail upon
exiting the elevator’,

A charming can-do arritude has been
part of the designer’s persona since he
Wit §1 |‘|:'I'I'|:I1_'.|.'F.I]II'-.|‘ aft |,'r1_l.r.|-:‘||,|.|r1n;.1 from
I'".FJ:' achunnd, .||:|||-:'|:|r.':- decuded o look for
some work before heading off o college.
He walked into a Gap store in Manhatran
and was hired for a sales position on the
spot. “The store was young and fun,” he
says, and, honesely, the discount was
appealing.” Within six years Jlimenez went

I.f““"l |1|I.11L|'|H I""hhll!"- LU I.:i'lrlil !I'l':' 1']1;“““-
visual-merchandising manager, based in
San Francisco, While living in California,
he helped decorate a friend’s house,
which caughe the eve of an executive at
Pottery Barn and led vo a position with
that company, followed by another ar
Restoration Hardware, In 2005 Jimenesz
Wk |||T|.1I t:l"a I I:l!ll'll:lrk.

These days home design is an extra
curricular pursuir, but remains a passion.
T was a kid who liked rearranging my
parents” living room, which had blue

tl'l:l.g Carpet i:||.!_'. and what 1 didd made =
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them so happy, limenez savs, ‘Tve abways

been sensitive to the impact of space and
cnvironment and mood.’

[hat sensitivity is refleceed in the
desymer’s apartment, where the living
room has a shag carper - actually a vincage
Aokati — the walls are enriched with
newtral but saturated colours and the
lamps are equipped with low-watt bulbs
rhar casr a _!'_l.'l'l!lr.' L-::-L'll:l.i]-rurl:n' !_:llw.. W
the age of six | was already cringing ar the
'I'-r||_=||'||:|'||_'1a af the overhead |i!_=||'|:q in my
grandmather’s hoase,” says imene:, Walls
painted chinchilla-grey, charcoal and
chocolate provide soothing backdrops
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for black-and-white phovography  and
calourful vintage fnds, such a3z am
emerald-green lamp and an aqua folding
screen, both in the dining rogom.

Some iems in the apamcment  have
provenances that delighe fimenes the
stacly mantel in the living room was
sabvaped from a Mebraska mansion, the
black-laccuer  chest of drawers  gracing
thi -:frl.'h-ll:.!; OO Wil 1|I'h|_!_l|'l'.|!'ll m the
oS by the Amercan decosatos ]:III:\tlltI.:'.'
Liraper — but he savs his collecring is really
all albwnet “Ainching works [ conmect with', -

One day, for instance, he came across

an antiques shop and picked up a striking

charcoal drawing of a woman, signed by
a little-known artist. The dealer, spotting
hag nterest, |.':|~:|_|:|||._'.' gard, "Oh, 1 have
il ‘l.i"l'a' Il‘r |;t||h|.' ]:-'III‘!:' .tr‘::ll.ll:ld.. 1I. 'hl.'ill'l']l.
through six poriolios laer, Jimcncz
was the proud owner of 15 picces by the
sarme hand, most of which now hang
sabon-style in the dining room.

Many of Jimenez's belongings have
similarly  serendipitous  histories.  It%
|.|-:1'|:-r:|1||1g 1|r|1'4_':||. |1:.' r!u_' thrll of 1'|'|u
L I'Iil:"\-l.'. I = L TR ] k:ll.'il':‘-' 'I\'I1|:'r':' HJTI“."I'IITIF
is going to go,” he sayvs, ‘bur when 1 bring
It I'IEIII1{'.\. 113 i1|‘-T |.||1I:|.'\- ;
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT
& chandelier overlooks the
master bedroom where

a vintage falding sereen

and sofa offer a biscult-
coloured complement to

the grey palette of the walls,
carpeting and velval curtains,
The herringbone wool
blanket is by Ralph Lauren
Hame: a Richard Avedan and
sconce hang above a 19508
chair; the master bathroom
contains tirmeless Bitings:

a doorway is softened by

a frame of linen curtains
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ORIGIHAL CHARCOAL
DRAWIMG, B7F 000 (IRCLUDING

FRA&ME), AHTERRLTT I

WINTAGE MARBLE LAMP BASE
BT 200 PER PAIR, CHLIVE

FROM TOWR, BUBELL
T2 OMBRS FABRIC Ik
21 BUBIND, B B24 PER
METRE, MavROmMaC
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WOOD TOR R14 005, BLOCK & CHISEL

DECOBATIVE TIMBED SCREEM, 14 500
HEAD INTERICQRS

In this cosily chic apartment, layers of soft textures,
muted colours and classic pieces come together
in a warm and welcoming way

LABRGE GLAZED
CRERAMIC UEH,
RASO, JAB LOUW
ANTIOUES
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CUSHIDH, B00, 15
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CASTIRCN TABLE
05 200, TAKE IT
FOR GRANTED
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MAHOGANY CHEST OF DRAWERS,
H 1Y 20, COM AMUHE

AMTIQLE SILVER-PLATED
CAMDLESTICKS.
FROM I 000, CON AMORE

GHEEK KEY BRAID
TRIMMING, R147 PER
METRE. CASTELLAND
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