RIGHT; With the sola and chairs
placed closd togaiher and 1o the
eoMos Wable balween them, the
Eitting area in ene correr of this

room Teels intimate, Becoause
nond ol the Leating Ik against the
wall, the anrangament looks open
and acLasglble too, SMters can
bsak sist the windows or cbyerve
wctivitied eliswhare in the room.
David JimBsnag)

OEPOSITE: A fireplace on the end
wall prowides background in
tRit sitting ares, whiere a long
curvilinear sola, two Club chairs,
and & small armchadr clrche roumnd
& conter cofies table. This greup-
ing is welcoming; the low backs
ke the room open to guests
#nd the surrourding wirdews,
(Salhy Warkhgam}

What's the best way to compose a "seating group?"

There's a natural and mormal way in which comversation
ensues. Il you want to have a room that encowrages inlerac-
tion with people, proximity becomes important. It's very diffi-
cult o have conversation leap over a circulation path,
whather people are passing through or not, Its 3 psycholagi-
cal barrier. 50 chairs need fo be near to each obher, If your
knegs are an inch away from each other it's very intimate, If
you're sitting at a right angle to somebody, it's a little mone
comfortable and still feels personal. And the further away
you gl the less personal it becomes. YWhich is why in the
increasingly big houses these days the rooms are actwally

problematic — they are boo big for intimate interaction.

What are the risks and rewards of making a plece

of furniture a focal point?

For me, art s probably & more appropriate focal point for a
reom. My approach is that classic pieces anchor a room,
which than allows for more freg-spirited salf-expression—in
large upholstered pieces, large case goods, and area rugs,
But owerall, art should be the actwal focal polnt,

What techniques do you use for innovative

furniture placement?

Ome of the most Important has to do with views, Rarely do
people just sit and stare blankly out info the garden o aut at
their wees For me, views ang greal backdrogs for furniture,
and | would position a soda in frant of Ehe vies. | acteally think
views within a home are more interasting—what you see
when you look down a hall. what are you going te discover?
When you're sitting an a sofa, the view through bo the next
fodam can be the interesting one.

What about quality? How do you ensure guality
in furnishings?

suggest that people buy the best quality they can afford.
That said, people have to honesthy assess what the truth is,
of they will be spanding monay far a living room et that thay
never use. A good piece of furniture is not good if it doesn't
work with who you are, the size of your sitting room, and
Your home. =

THE LEVOLUT
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Grand or intimate?
How large 15 the space and how much af your Iife can be
enjoyably lived on it?

Sitting, lounging, sleeping, cooking?
What activities will vou pursue? Create a layoul that Nigws well,
wilh Conversalion areas, space Lo dine, room Lo party or chal
ntimately as works for you, Do you envision a complete out:
dgor kitchen, a simple portable grill, or something in between?
Style and amenity: Choose a look you love to guide your
furnizshing and color choices. Honor the style of your hame
and the nature of your landscape, or ingulge a fantasy, Con-
sider the effects of rain, snow, wind, and sun—will you need
o protect your Turnishings of net want to be bothedfed?
Prowede lighting for the space and light the landscape boo if
that will enhance your experience, »

DERIGH, RO BY R

ARCWE & large partlce makes a
gracioes outdser resen, Thit one
glves "a ned te old Hellymgod™
mith fluted columng, &5 Iren rall-
Ingg, diamsond-pattesn file Floor,
bold black-and-white sfriped pll=
loms, and several mall tabies for
inkEmale meals, cochiaily. or tes

=
Lavrl Jimere

LEFT: Taking adwantage of &n
amenable climate where more
time Iz spent owtslde than in, this
terrace Iz truly an outdear living
room: it 15 set up with comfort-
able seatleg arvanged sround &
colfd table and Toeused &n &
monumental fireplace, “The kiy
campoanent 1o beaulilul sutdoar
Fedmd,” byl 1he dedigaer "4
creatang arkma.” el Ancrews

PPCEITE: 118 gloriaus to dine
unider or view Fram alar. ansd it
grows like & weed, 3@ don't hesi:
fate to s2f your heart on 8 wiste-
ria canopy I youa've & large
ferrace to shasde. |Myra Hoefe)



DISPLAY YOUR COLLECTION

Layer and lean
framed photographs
against the wall
instead of hanging
them, to keep the
arrangement tight.

Keep your palette sim-
ple. Nothing is more
powerful than black
and white—with one
hit of color.

A tray makes any-
thing look richer.

Use a vase with a
strong silhouette. Fill
it with one type of
stem or flower, for
impact.

Make It Your Own:

v

—

CRYSTAL SPHERE

Always include one thing
that refllects light. This solid
crystal sphere also adds a
strong shape.

LACOUER BOXES

Lobor i5 the spark that brimgs
this arrandgement Lo lile,
Forms that echo each ather
create interesting riwthms,

TALL WASE

Proportion is all. This under-
stated ceramic vase with chi-
noiserie accents woubkd look
beest Tilled with tall stems,

FRAMED PRINT

Look for interesting prints or
photos produced in multiples
—they're lass expensive
tham gne-of-a-kind artwork.

LIBRRRIES, STUDIES & OFFICES
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INSPIRATIONS

Keep It Tidy: Make It Stylish |

Choose conventional dressers, armolres, and blanket chests with classy lines or an appealing
decarative finish (think about what you can display on top as well as hide inside), IF closots
are scarce, add built-in cupboards in keeping with your architecture, And aven if your closots
are adeguate, give some thought o the doer style and finish 0 you aren’t staring at a dul
expanse of sliders. You can opt for the wunexpected too, almast anything small makes a good
bedside table. »

L= 0 Tha berge artigque threg-
door armabre In this big dressing
reom Is 30 much Mede interesting
ta lesk ot tham a chegal, aliprs
COpious $lorage, maids &0 el
gant complement to iPe doubie
peedental tabde, and hag & terridic
Eweled oval mirrer in which o
cheecl younr gark. (Zavid fimerers



